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Commissioners

Three new members joined the Montana State Library
Commission in fiscal 1990, They are:

« Lloyd Wallin, Deer Lodge businessman and Kohrs
Memorial Library board member;

- Anne Hauptman, Billings, former Eastern Montana
College teacher, and,

« Michael Schulz, Dillon, Western Montana College
library director.

Wallin and Hauptinan were appointed by Gov. Stan
Stephens to replace Dr. Henry McClernan of Butte and
Marie Thompson of Billings; Schulz was appointed by
Higher Education Commissioner Carrol Krause to
replace Dr. Ruth Patrick of Missoula.

The other Commission members during fiscal 1990
were: Mary Doggett, chair, public library board
member, White Sulphur Springs; C.E. Abramson, vice-
chair, businessman, Missoula; Cheri Bergeron,
Superintendent of Public Instruction designee, Helena,
and Mary Hudspeth, Lincoln County Superintendent
of Schools, Libby.

Every two years, the Commission adopts a mission
statement that sets out goals and policies for the
Commission and the State Library. The Pine Butte
Mission Statement was adopted during fiscal 1990 and
directs the State Library to encourage literacy programs,
explore innovative partnerships to improve library
services, develop an active public information program,
enhance library services to the inadequately served and
assist libraries with integrating different data sources
into their services. Commission members agreed to
actively seek adequate general fund revenue to support
State Library programs, and, by extension, all libraries
in Montana.

Administration

The Administration unit of the State Library includes
the state librarian, accounting and support staff. During
fiscal 1990, administration:

« hosted the annual meeting of the Chief Officers of
State Library Agencies, which comprises state
librarians of all 50 states;

« established a Montana Center for the Book,
(affiliated with the National Center for the Book at the
Library of Congress), with the purpose of focusing on the
state's thriving literary scene;

» produced an editorial on the occasion of National
Library Week that was distributed to newspapers
statewide;

« started planning for the Governor’s Conference
on Library and Information Services, scheduled for
January 6-8, 1991, in Helena;

» coordinated Montana-related activities for the
American Library Association’s Annual Legislative
Day, during which officials visited the state’s
Congressional delegation in Washington, D.C., to discuss
library-related concerns;

« participated as an initial partner in establishing the
state’s electronic bulletin board, and,

« hosted a visit by Dr. Anne J. Mathews, director of
the Office of Educational Research and Improvement,

Library Programs, for the U.S. Department of
Education.

Natural Resource
Information System

Access to information about Montana’s vast natural
resources is vital to economic growth and responsible
resource decisions. The Natural Resource Information
System (NRIS), along with the Montana Natural
Heritage Program, makes access to such data possible.

Since their creation by the legislature in 1985,
NRIS/Heritage programs have achieved great success in
helping business, industry and government agencies.
Staff regularly access various data bases to respond to
more than 400 data requests each year.

NRIS projects are:

» The Montana Natural Resource Index, which lists
more than 11,000 natural resource-related documents on
file at the State Library and at other state agencies.

+ The Water Information System, which links all
major water resource data bases nationwide and
approximately 15 others managed by state agencies, and
provides access to data on surface water, groundwater
and well logs, water quality, riparian areas, water rights
and more.

+ The Geographic Information System (GIS), which
has developed more than 100 map products for state and
federal project managers.

+ The Natural Heritage Program, which has a
3,000-record computerized inventory of Montana’s
biological resources emphasizing rare, threatened or
endangered species and biological communities. This
unique data base is used by the public and private
sectors to Dbalance economic development with

conservation,

Visiting with Monfana’s Congresswonal delegarion on ALA
Legislative Day in April were, left to right: State Librarian
Richard Miller, State Library Commission Chair Mary Doggett,
Lewis & Clark Public Library Director Debble Schlesinger, U.S.
Congressman Pat Williams, Commission Member Dr. Ruth
Patrick, and Commission Member Abe Abramson.
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