Microsoft Security Essentials:
There are several different free virus protection products that are readily available through the Internet. Microsoft Security Essentials, I have found to work proficiently for most users needs. It is very easy to download and install, and to use on Windows machines. 
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This machine is giving us the red flag on the task bar. By clicking on the red flag it will show you what may be wrong with your machine, in this instance it is because there is currently no ant-virus software installed on this machine.
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When doing an Internet search for Microsoft Security Essentials, I have found that the best way is to use Internet Explorer and make sure that you are clicking on the correct link to download the proper software to your machine. The reasoning behind this is that there are many redirected sites that will take you to spoofed software that most likely can be of a malicious nature. 
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This is the correct page to download Microsoft Security Essentials. Click the free download button to start the process.
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This screen shot asks you to either run or save Microsoft Security Essentials (MSE), I personally like to click “save” to save the software to the downloads file, on the local machine. This way if you ever have to uninstall or reinstall, you do not need to download the software again. 
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After the download has completed and you have saved the software to your download file, click “run” to run the installer.
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Here you will click “yes” to allow the program to be installed to your machine
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This is the welcome screen for MSE, click “next” to continue with the installation.
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This is the End User License Agreement (EULA) for MSE. If you want to take the time to read it, go ahead. If not, just click “I accept”.
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Here you can choose between “Joining the customer experience program” or “I do not want to join” just pick one and click “Next”.
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You defiantly want to make sure that your firewall is turned on, make sure that the box is checked above and click “Next”.
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This screen shows that you are ready to install MSE. Click the “Install” button to move on.
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This screen shot shows that you are about to finish the installation of MSE, click “Finish” to finalize the install process.
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After finishing the installation you will get this screen where MSE is updating its software. Allow MSE to update its software, and it will automatically take you to the next screen.
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This screen shot shows you that MSE is working and that your computer is protected. You also have a choice of running three different scans. A quick scan, a full scan, and the custom scan. When I first install MSE, I like to run a “Full Scan”. When running a full scan, it will scan every single file, folder, or program on your machine. 
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This screen shot shows you that MSE is conducting a full scan. This can be a very lengthy project, just let it run. You can still be productive while it is conducting the scan and it will continue to run in the background. 
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This screen shot shows how MSE has finished its full scan and there were no threats detected. MSE has a very intuitive interface that the user can use to remove any threats that may be detected. MSE can also be set up to run automatically by the user. This way if a user chooses to have their machine on at all times. MSE will do its job by keeping itself updated and running scans.
