Freedom Scientific Software – JAWs and MAGic
JAWs software is a screen reader. This software makes it possible for a blind person to navigate the computer and the Internet. In October 2011 Ryan Jones flew to Montana from Florida to provide 14 people with two days of training on this software. Before this training, it was hard to imagine that there would be two days of material. When the training ended, it was evident that we had barely scratched the surface of the capabilities of the software. 
I am a very mouse dependent computer user, something a blind person cannot be. This training forced me to learn some key strokes and put them to use. It also forced me to listen harder than I have ever listened before. I seriously had ear fatigue at the end of the training. Whether it is navigating the desktop, listening to a Word document or a book, or doing an on-line search, this software speaks a person through it all. 
MAGic is Freedom Scientific’s screen magnifier. This software gives the user the opportunity to magnify everything on the screen without distorting the images, making it a great choice for a person with sight difficulties. This software is fairly straightforward and easy to use. 
If you missed the in-person training, or if you want to refresh your skills, Freedom Scientific offers training webinars and archives them on their website. Click the link below to view the archived webinar list. If you are new to JAWs, I would recommend you watching the following sessions.
1. JAWs and MAGic Reading Commands and Cursors used by JAWs
2. Getting help with JAWs and MAGic
3. Surf’s Up Series
http://www.freedomscientific.com/training/Free-Webinars.asp#FreeArchive
