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National Geographic Giant Map 
Program: Brief Overview
• National Geographic launched Giant State Maps in September 2016  

• Expand on Giant Continent Map Program (auditorium-sized)

• Created classroom-sized state maps

• Goals:
• Provide teachers with a new resource and adaptive curriculum

• Encourage experiential, hands-and-feet-on learning

• Show students that geography is FUN

• Increase geographic literacy



Pedagogical Approach

• Spatial Thinking About 
Maps: Development of 
Concepts and Skills Across 
the Early Years
• By Audrey & Lindsey Mohan, 

2014

• Defines spatial thinking

• Outlines spatial thinking 
progressions from Pre-K to 6+







Giant Map Program in Montana

• Launched in January 2017

• The Giant Map of MT travelled to schools for one-week at a time 
during:
• January – June 2017

• January – June 2018

• October – December 2018

• Various weeks in Fall 2017 and Fall 2018

• Giant Map of MT has been to 50 schools across the state
• Kindergarten through 12th grade





Pre-Service Teacher Training

• University of Montana

• Montana State University 





Lesson Handbook
• Summary of background research
• Tables that outline spatial thinking 

abilities of Pre-k – 6+
• Educator background information, 

guiding questions, time needed, 
objectives, materials, preparation, 
extensions, tips, and national standards

• Six lessons – can be used with any state 
map
• What? Why? Wonder!
• Grids
• Physical Features Scavenger Hunt
• Cardinal Directions
• Map Scale and Measuring Distance
• Introduction to GIS



Giant Map Teaching Materials 



State Specific Lessons

• Many teachers have created 
their own lessons using the 
Giant Map of MT

• Road Trip Around the 
Reservations
• Currently, can be accessed on 

Montana Geographic Alliance 
Website (www.umt.edu/mga)

http://www.umt.edu/mga/documents/Road_Trip_Around_Reservations.pdf
http://www.umt.edu/mga




Other Giant Map Activities 
Available Online

• Colorado Geographic Alliance
• https://www.uccs.edu/coga/colorado_giant_map

• Arizona Geographic Alliance
• https://geoalliance.asu.edu/lessons/giantmapactivities

• Oregon Geographic Alliance
• https://www.pdx.edu/geography-education/sites/www.pdx.edu.geography-

education/files/A%20Manual%20for%20Using%20the%20Giant%20Map%20o
f%20Oregon_0.pdf

• Minnesota Geographic Alliance
• http://lt.umn.edu/mage/wp-

content/uploads/2016/10/MinnesotaBiomesLesson.pdf

https://www.uccs.edu/coga/colorado_giant_map
https://geoalliance.asu.edu/lessons/giantmapactivities
https://geoalliance.asu.edu/lessons/giantmapactivities
https://geoalliance.asu.edu/lessons/giantmapactivities
https://www.pdx.edu/geography-education/sites/www.pdx.edu.geography-education/files/A Manual for Using the Giant Map of Oregon_0.pdf
https://www.pdx.edu/geography-education/sites/www.pdx.edu.geography-education/files/A Manual for Using the Giant Map of Oregon_0.pdf
http://lt.umn.edu/mage/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/MinnesotaBiomesLesson.pdf
http://lt.umn.edu/mage/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/MinnesotaBiomesLesson.pdf


Resources

• Lesson Handbook
• https://media.nationalgeographic.org/assets/file/State_Giant_Maps_Lesson_

Handbook.pdf

• National Geographic Learning Framework
• https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/about/learning-framework

• Purchase a Giant Map
• https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/giant-maps/

https://media.nationalgeographic.org/assets/file/State_Giant_Maps_Lesson_Handbook.pdf
National Geographic Learning Framework
National Geographic Learning Framework
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/about/learning-framework
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/giant-maps/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/giant-maps/

