


• In many Montana communities, libraries remain the only source of free internet access.  
Montana public libraries provide access to 1,288 public access computers around the 
state. 

• Nearly 22,250 patrons used computers at their Montana public libraries each week in FY 
2015.  

• The Petroleum County School-Community Library, which serves a population of fewer 
than 500 people, had more than 1,000 computer users in FY 2015. 
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Montana Public Libraries: Subscribed Broadband Speed (2015)
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Public libraries in Billings, Manhattan, Ronan, and Roundup are
currently the only public libraries in Montana that meet the 
bandwidth target adopted by the Federal Communication 
Commission. These targets are 100 Mb/s for libraries that serve 
populations less than 50,000 and 1 Gb/s for libraries that serve 
populations greater than 50,000.

Public Library Broadband, continued




